"One argues that man is impotent in face of 'hereditary
characters,,' the other is convinced of the unlimited power of
human knowledge.

"One tears the living organism into two parts: the 'germ'
and the 'body'; the other says that the living being is not a
pack of cards to be shuffled., and not a stuffed pie.

"One asserts that there is an insurmountable wall be-
tween hereditary and nonhereditary alterations; the other
believes that many of the nonhereditary alterations can be-
come hereditary, and it is within the power of man to make
them so.

"One is convinced that nature is meagre and monoto-
nous, and that it is possible from a single laboratory-bred
fly to form a judgment about all the animals and plants in
the world; the other knows that the creative diversity of
nature is infinite, and that to acquire real power over nature
it is necessary to study real life and not schemes drawn up
in the study."*

But for years the Weismann-Morganists, repeating the
platitudes of the most reactionary theory propounded by bour-
geois biology, furiously defended their positions, which were
hopeless in Soviet science and had been condemned by the
people.

The gaunt hand of the dead clutched at the living. But
the ranks of the Morganists grew thinner and thinner. Con-
vinced by the obvious, many scientists announced their aban-
donment of formal genetics. In the colleges, the students
deserted their Mendelist "teachers."

The Mendelists, however, kept on repeating despondently
what everybody was already tired of hearing:

"Lysenko is annihilating genetics."

* Smena,  No.   i,   1941.
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